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PennLive ﬁle photo of Trader Joe's pictured in Jenkintown, Pa.

By Sue Gleiter, sgleiter@pennlive.com

When will Trader Joe’s open in central Pa.?
It’s a common question asked by fans of the neighborhood grocery store.
There's a possibility one might open on the East Shore.
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Gary Nalbandian, founder of NAI CIR Commercial Real Estate in Lemoyne, told
PennLive he wants to bring a specialty grocery store like a Trader Joe’s to Dotson Court
on North Progress Avenue and Kohn Road in Susquehanna Township.
"I thought that a specialty grocery store and several specialty stores would be great
because that is probably the most central location in the Harrisburg area with land
available," Nalbandian said.
It's too early to say if the grocer will bite. Nalbandian said he has started the submission
process.

For now, shoppers will have to continue to travel out of the area to stock up on their
favorite Trader Joe’s essentials such as Joe-Joe cookies, chicken tikka masala and
Mediterranean hummus.
A 2010 Fortune story describes the buzz behind Trader Joe’s:

"It's an oﬀbeat, fun discovery zone that elevates food shopping from a chore to a cultural
experience. It stocks its shelves with a winning combination of low-cost, yuppie-friendly
staples (cage-free eggs and organic blue agave sweetener) and exotic, aﬀordable
luxuries -- Belgian butter waﬄe cookies or Thai lime-and-chili cashews -- that you simply
can't ﬁnd anyplace else."

In some parts of the country the desire for a Trader Joe’s is so intense some
communities have started online petitions to entice the grocer to their towns.

A Facebook search reveals hundreds of pages with people begging the retailer to bring
the store to their communities. (Hershey, Harrisburg and Lancaster, not excluded.)
So would Trader Joe’s consider central Pa. as a viable location?
“Sure, they would. They would come here at some point. But they have to make their
economic decision to do that,” said Richard E. Jordan II, chief executive oﬃcer of Smith
Land & Improvement Corporation in Camp Hill.
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Photo of the Kirkland, Oregon Trader Joe's opening in October 2017. Photo from Trader Joe's.

The real estate company has solicited Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods for its properties,
he said.
“We beat the central Pa. drum. We try to get some of the big national ﬁrms and we try
and mix them with local, small businesses that give a good balance and give our
demographic of central Pa choices,” Jordan said.
As encouragement that chains eventually come here, he pointed to the arrival of
newcomers, Stein Mart and HomeGoods. The combo store opened in October at 5600
Carlisle Pike in Hampden Township.
Retailers come in at their own pace and “you have to keep planting the seeds and hoping
someday they choose to come your way,” Jordan said.

Bob Gorland, vice president of Matthew P. Casey & Associates in Harrisburg, which
specializes in supermarket site selection and feasibility studies, said when a company
only opens a couple dozen stores a year nationwide, some market areas such as
Harrisburg may be overlooked for various reasons.
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Those reasons can include overall demographics, income and education levels,
population density around a site, traﬃc counts, logistics and transportation factors,
distance from other clusters of sister stores and the amount of existing competition.

“Do I think the overall Harrisburg market can support a Trader Joe’s? The answer is yes,
but the bottom line is the operator has to decide whether it meets their needs,” he said.
Nationwide, Trader Joe’s operates more than 450 stores. The closest ones to central Pa.
operate in State College and Maryland and there are stores in Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh.
Joe Coulombe opened the ﬁrst Trader Joe’s stores and named it to evoke the image of
the South Seas. In 1979 it was sold to German grocery mogul Theo Albrecht whose
family is behind the Aldi Nord supermarket company in Germany.

Photo of Trader Joe's opening in Allston, Massachusetts in October 2017. Photo by Trader Joe's.

The company is tight-lipped about business plans and strategies, making it diﬃcult to
predict its next move. It does allow shoppers to make location requests on its website.
Generally, the consensus is Trader Joe’s examines three factors when considering
locations – population density with a high population of residents with college degrees;
households with income of $100,000 or more; and a robust logistics/distribution
network.
Central Pa. ﬁts at least one of the three criteria. It has a robust transportation system
with highways running in every direction, but it might not be enough.
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“So, if one wanted to predict where Trader Joe’s might open their next store, it is logical
to ﬁrst ﬁgure out the locations of its warehouses,” wrote Sam Burer, a professor of
management services at University of Iowa, on his blog.
The problem is Trader Joe’s does not announce where it’s warehouses are located or
how many it operates, he writes.
When it comes to the other two big factors, it’s clear we are not in the running.
According to demographic database ZIP Atlas, some of the communities in central Pa.
with the highest percentage of $100,000-plus households are Brownstone in Lancaster
County with 43.07 percent, Mount Gretna in Lebanon County with 22.8 percent and
Hummelstown with 20.95 percent.
Here’s the problem - they are all small communities. Hummelstown’s population is
18,826, Mount Gretna’s is 602
It’s probably not enough to entice Trader Joe’s.

As for number of college graduates, Hershey is one of the top communities in central Pa.
with 40.6 percent while Hummelstown has 37.75 percent. But still they fall short
compared to the long list of bedroom communities in Philadelphia where the
percentages are 50 percent or more.
Gorland points out Trader Joe’s likes to sell beer and wine in other states where the
chain has the preferred demographics and does not have to make room for seating
areas or pay hundreds of thousands for a liquor license.

Typically, Trader Joe’s likes to follow other big retailers such as Whole Foods, Jordan
said. There may be a better chance one would open in Lancaster County where a Whole
Foods may open as early as 2018 in Manheim Township at the Belmont housing and
retail project.
“They look at who they would like to be close to and if there are other retail stores they
want to be close to and they will ﬁre up their engines to try and get there,” he said.
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